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INTERPRETIVE
LENSES

STRUCTURAL LENSE

-How has the artist applied the art elements and principles in
the creation of the artwork, and what effect does it have in
the work?

-How do the art elements and principles contribute to the
meanings and messages of the work?

-What materials, techniques, processes and artforms have
been used by the artist? How do these contribute to the
meanings and messages of the artwork?

-How does the artwork relate to other works in a similar style
or from the same philosophical, historical or cultural context?
Does the style of the work impact on its meaning?

-What aspects of imagery, use of materials, techniques and
processes, or the use of art elements and principles contain
symbolic meaning?



PERSONAL LENSE

-What evidence in the artwork reflects aspects of the artist’s
life and experiences? Has the artist used a specific practice in
creating the artwork that may reflect their personal

philosophy and ideas?

-Has the artist included any personal objects or symbols in the
artwork that may reflect their personal philosophy and ideas?

-Has the artist depicted an image that relates to their
personal feelings, thinking aspirations, beliefs, desires or
preoccupations or to memories, dreams or a personal world of
fantasy?

-Are the ideas of the artwork a reflection of the gender of the
artist?

-How do your personal experience and background, as a
viewer, affect the interpretation of the artwork?




CULTURAL LENSE

-Why did the artist produce this artwork? Was it for a festival or event,
to make a political statement, to express an idea about their culture or
to record a particular event?

-What aspects of the artwork reflect the culture in which it was made?
This might be the subject matter of the artwork, the use of techniques or
the ideas the artist is expressing.

-How does the social, political, cultural, artistic and /or religious
context in which the artwork was made contribute to its meaning?
-How have historical or contemporary events shaped the intention of the
artist or out understanding of the artwork’s meaning? Investigate the
background of history or culture in which the artwork was made to see
whether you can obtain evidence about the artwork.

-How do the values, beliefs and attitudes reflect the social context of
the time when the artwork was produced? How do these compare with
the values of today? How do these impact answers impact on our
understanding of the artworks meaning?

-Is there evidence of cultural symbolism in the artwork? Cultural
symbolism could include the representation of subject matter, the use of
techniques in the artwork, the choice of art elements & principles, or the
style of the artwork. How does this reflect the ideas behind the artwork?

-How does the placement or location of the artwork affect your
interpretation? If the work is now in a different context and location
from the one in which is was produced, such as a gallery or museum,

how does this affect the interpretation?

-How was the artwork received by critics and the public during the time
when it was made? Was the work considered challenging or innovative?
Has this perception changed with time?
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An element of art, made of of
three properties: hue, value

and intensity or saturation..

Texture is one of seven
elements of art. It is used to
describe the way a three-
dimensional work actually
feels when touched (ACTUAL
TEXTURE). In two-dimensional

work, such as painting, it may

refer to the visual "feel" of a
piece (|MPL|ED TEXTURE).
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A so called point that moves
from one point to another. It
can be any length, size,

texture, colour or pattern.

VALUE and TONE are often

used interchangeably online.

TONE is what we will use for
this subject.
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In art, the term "tone"
describes the quality of color.
It has to do with whether a

color is perceived as warm or

“Peold bright or dull, light or

dark, and pure or "dirty." The
tone of a piece of art can
have a variety of effects, from

setting the mood, creating

4 depth, to adding emphasis .
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As an Element of Art, form
connotes something that is
three-dimensional and
encloses volume, having
length, width, and height,
versus shape, which is two-
dimensionod, or flat. A form is
a shape in three dimensions,
and, like shapes, can be

geometric or organic.
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Sound is an audible material
in art that can be made
electronically or naturally
and might be recorded and
reproduced. Sound can be
heard as noise, words or
music and is usually found in

contemporary art, such as

videos. It may be a

component of installations or
multimedia or interactive

works.
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Time is a determinant
concept in forms of art where
motion is a key factor in order
for a narrative to be explored
as it occurs, such as in video
art, performance, and
theatre. The concept of time
is also an important
parameter for a two-
dimensional artwork, which
can comprise time through

movement or as a snapshot.

ART
ELEMENTS

The element of art can be
spoken about in
photographic, media and
performance works.
Descriptive words, are very
similar to those used for tone
or value, but this element is
specifically concerned with

the use of literal light, rather

than light implied by the use

of tone.
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Balance refers to how the
elements of art (line, shape,
color, value, space, form,
texture) relate to each other

within the composition in

terms of their visual weight to

create visual equilibrium. That
is, one side does not seem

heavier than another.
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Rhythm is very similar to
movement, but implies
evidence of REPEATED visual
elements to create a feeling
of movement, within an

artwork. It is not to be

mistaken for rhythm in a

musical sense.
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Variety in art refers to the use
of different qualities or
instances of visual elements. It
is the opposite of repetitive
or monotonous use of the
elements. Eg, a variety of

colours or shapes, a variety of

types of lines etc.
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DEFINITION

Scale in art does not stand for
the size of an artwork but is a
relational principle which is
usually defined through the
ratio of an object to a human

body or another object.
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SCALE=RELATIVE SIZE OF ONE OBJECT TO PROPORTION=RELATIVE SIZE OF PARTS OF A
AMNOTHER WHOLE
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Emphasis is a principle of art
which occurs any time an
element of a piece is given
dominance by the artist. In

other words, the artist makes

Emphasis is also part of the work stand out in
sometimes referred to as [Py B R

'focal point'. Use the term [SySRTNAg: Ny
EMPHASIS for this subject.
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